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FOREWARD 

The Upan shads, the Brahmasutras and the Bha 
ga adglta are the starting points of Indian Philoso 
phy ie, Prasthanatrayi. The Upanishads are the 
cream of this philosophy and they contain various 
statements about the world, self and Brahman which 
often appear to be mutually conflicting. Tnese state 
ments are knit together in a single string like flowers 
in a garland as rightly stated by Sankaraeharya'Veda 
nta-Vakya-Kusum grathanarthatvat sutranam" Dif 
ferent vedantic schools hoid divergent views on fun 
damental ontoioaical categories and try to establish 
the soundness of their systems which are poles as 
under onthe very basis of the Vedfttits Sutras For this 
they often employ dialectical method- This dialectics 
or logical cross examination has played a very impor 
tant role in the evolution and development of Indian 
philosophical thought and systems, It is essentially 
a weapon to refute the views of the opponent afld 
to defed and establish one's owe views. It is thus 
botk a defensive and offensive weapon. Its essence 
1 es in the penetrating analysis of the subject under 
discussion, taking into consideration the terms and 
itteanings thereof through method of examination of 
all possible logical alternatives. Its uitlity in India, 
which has given birth to many philosophical systems 



which have held diametrically oppsite and conflic 
ting views on the fundamental metaphysical doctri 
nes, is very considerable. Every system tries to test 
and elucidate the soundness of its presuppositions 
and its conceptions of its ontological categories and 
their relations and definitions to confirm and enliven 
the revelations of tie Struti, in respect of the 
nature of Brahman and its relation to the world of 
matter and souls* 

In the philosophical literature, Vedanta Sutras 
accord a high place to this method in establishing 
the value of many philosphical tenents. The evolu 
tion of the principles of interpretation called tatpa 
ryalingas in the Mimamsasastra which includes both 
purva Mlmansa and uttara Mimansa (ie vedantaHs 
itself triumph of logical and textual criticism The 
vario usAdhikarana-nyayas embodied in the Brahma 
sutras show clearly that sutras discuss the various 
philosophical topics dialetcically- Except Sankara 
charya othe r theistic Vedantins like Ramanuja, Valla 
bha and others contend that both the Ptirua-Mlma 
msa &Uttar Mimansa are but two different ways of 
propounding the nature of Brahman, the two toge 
ther with sixteen chapters, form one science- In the 
philosophical India that was in those days starting 



from Vyasatirtha ofDwaita school (1460-1539); a 
series of brilliant dialectical classics were written, 
by the champions of the philosophical systems, per 
ticularly Dwaita &Advaita Schools in brisk exchange" 
The same trend was seen in the Vishistadwaita 
school, propounded by Ramanujacharyi and his 
great commentator vedania desika and other brilil 
ant advocates of the school, 

rj Pandit Mahamahopadhya K. Desikacharya, a 
great and distinguished author of the pressent classic 
work called "Vyasa sidhSnta Marthanda" was an 
eminent authority on Nyaya and Visistadwaita Ved 
anta. He was a modern champion of the school who 
contested dialectically the tenets of Advaita school 
and its interpretation of Vedanta Sutras. He ha s 
taken pains to collect together from vast range of 
Advaita literature all the crucial points for discu 
ssion and arranged them on a novel yet thoroughly 
systamatic plan exhibiting the mastery over details 
with mainuteness of observation in refuting Advaitic 
interpretation and establishing his main stand of 
Visistadvai la as the true doctorine propoudded by 
Vyasa(Badarayan) in the Brahmasutra justifying 
the title of the work ie, the resplendent sun of Vya 
sas f doctrine. 

The original work which is in Sanskrit is trans 
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lated in Telugu by Dr* K- Nalachakravarthy, a sen 
ior Lecturer, R S.V: 5 Tinipati, who is fully equipped 
with the task in hand, holdinghe as doesM A* Degree 
inboth Sanskrit and Telugu his mother tongue apart 
from holding traditical oriental titles viz *ShiromariP 
He is a worthy product of both Sanskr-t Vidyapeeth 

and the oriental college, Tirupati with rich back 
ground of traditiooal training inShastras particualar 
]y* Vedanta Sastra. He has been teaching Telugu 
methodlology to shikshastri teacher trainees for the 
last 7 years and has thus additional experience and 
proficiency in handling of the Telugu language day 
to day with ease and felicity* Transaction is an art 
wich demands a mastery over both languages. The 
beauty of translation lies in the fact that the tran 6 
later has to go into the spirit of the target language 
and discover a corresponding idiom to suit the 
original language. Translation has to be idiomatic 
and not mer iterai- The present translation fulfills 
the said criteria and it is hoped that Telugu readers 
of philosophical literature would enjoy its reading 
The vast treasure of philosophical literature produ 
ced in Sanskrit needs to be made available to the 
common man interested in such literature in his lan- 
guage sothat he can enjoy his reading with ^enlighten 
raent In this connection, the efforts of the T. T. D 
which has been encouraging such publications by its 



financial aid arehighty landable, Dr. K. Nalachakra 
varthy, the translator whose equipment in Sanskrit* 
Telugu is sound,wnose enthusiasm is unbounded and 
whose devotion to work is single minded,whose pre- 
sentation is lucid, deserves to be congratulated for 
enriching philosophical literature in Telugu, He has 
my warm well wishes for continuing such academic 
work- 1 hope that this work w 11 be warmly welcomed 
by the Telugu readers, 

(Sd) Dr. R. N. ARALIKATTI, 
Retd. Reader & Head (Pedagogy) 

& Registrar, 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, 
Tirupati 
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